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To OY "Mates, Mer and 
other Relations ; together 
with the Intimate Ac uain- | 
tance of the Decealed. 


V uy Fx1nxDs, EL Mm 
- 1 AM very ſenſible of Pa Lok ” 


you have ſuſtained, and cannot 
avoid mingling my Sorrow with 
yours on the Preſent melancholy Oc- 


7 caſion. 


- beſeech 4 ide 4 "IE 

| who comforteth them that are caſt 

down, to be the Support of a diſ- 
conſolate Mother: And that the 
Death of ſuch an affectionate Bro- 
ther, of ſo dear a Relative, and of 

ſo ſincere and conſtant a Friend, may 
A 3 have 


| | Andover, 
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have its due and proper Influence 
upon all of us s as we are e ee 


concerned. . 


That 3 how bs Faſbion of 
this World paſſeth away, the Gaiety 
and the Pleaſures of this Life may loſe 
their attractive Force, and the Glo- 


ries of the other World may open 
more to our View: That we may 
be all engaged to transfer our Aft- 
fections from theſe precarious En- 
joyments to the ſupreme Good, 
it h whom there is no V. ariableneſs - 


neither * Shadow of turning. 


It was at your Requeſt that ke 
following Diſcourſe was made pub- 
lick. That it may be in ſome Degree |} 
_ uſeful to promote Piety and Chas 
15 >. is the WN Deſire of 1 


| "Tor very humble Servant, 
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5 Nr x ai 43- TS, 
T ben ſhall the Righteons ſhine fk Ls 

as the Sun in the an of 

their Father. 


T HAT is our Life ! Is it not 
-* Vapour which appeareth 
"ae a little Time? In the 
2, 1h Morning we are like Graſs 
which groweth up, in the Evening it is cut 


vi down and withereth. Or as a Cloud is con- 
ſumed and vaniſheth away, our Days are 
| paſt, our © Purpoſes are broken off, even 


* V 


rr rr OO DO AA Ra, rm et ery or 
— a , 8 * * 


2 4A Funeral Sermon 
the Thoughts of our Hearts. Man giveth 
up the Ghoſt, and wherg i he? . wn 


How diſmal is it to ſee Death reigning 
over all Mankind! Inexorable Death, 
ſnatching away from us our deareſt Friends, 

with whom we haye fo intimately converſed, 
and no Prayers or Tears can prevent the 

fatal Stroke | Life, which winds it ſelf 
into the minuteſt Parts of this Machine, 
and actuates them ſo admirably, and all 
e Powers of Reaſon and Diſcourſe, how 
. you made your Eſcape, aud left us 
only the inſenſible Bulk now depoſited in 
the Grave, and turning to Corruption! So 
that we have nothing further to do but to 
| eaſe our oppreſſed Spirits by a mournful 
Complaint, diverfify'd according to the 
ſeveral Relations which the Deceaſed bore 
to us whilſt in the ſlate of the living. 
Oh! my Son, my Brother, my Friend! 
to whom my Soul was united as the 
Heart of /onathan to David! „„ 
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The ſupporting Conſiderations under 
ſuch Events, muſt be fetched not from 
what we ſee but believe: viz. That he, 
who is the Reſurrection and the Life, | 
will raiſe our Friends again at the laſt Day. | 
We muſt indeed take our leave of them 
for the preſent, and bid them a forrowful |} 

Farewel (how much ſoever it pains our | 
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Hearts to pronounce i) till the new 
World commiences, till the Day-/pring 
from on high viſits 45, and enlivens our 
Duſt and theirs. Then we, together with 
them, fhall partake of Happineſs ineon- 
_ ceivable, if we approve our ſelves the 


ſincere and upright Difciples of Chriſt : 


For on that triumphant Day ſhall 2% . 
Righteons ſhine forth as the Sun in "oy : 


| ” r eng & their Father. = 


|. 0 the Parable to which the Text re- 
'  lares, our Saviour, that divine Teacher, 
| compares himſelf to a Seedſman. The 

Goſpel-DoQrine is the Seed; and the 


Field where it is ſown is the Community 
, Mankind : [Becauſe the Chriſtian Re- 


' ligion is of a Catholick Nature, and was 
never intended to be confined to any one 
People or Nation; and by the Labour of 
the Apoſtles, was actually diffuſed over 
the greateſt part of the Roman Empire.] 
| In endes of which our Lord expected 
| That good Seed ſhould fpring up, and that 
much Fruit ſhould be reaped. The Light 
of the Goſpel is undoubtedly a glotions 


Advantage; and, as ſeofi as ever it pre- 


| ſents it- elf to the Mind, a moral Obli- 
gation commences to attend to it, and 
do be active with it. But it very often 
| falls out, thro' Negligence, that there is 
| wo, to throw in the 


room left for the 
B 2 5 Tares: 
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Tares: For it it is ſaid that While Men 
ſlept he did this, and went his way. 
[Which aptly repreſents the ſecret Methods, 
whereby, thro the Subtilty of the Temp- 
ter, the Mind may be influenced to a 
Diſregard of thoſe Things of which it is 
| _ perceptive, and upon which ſpiritual Peace 
and Proſperity depends. Upon this ac- 
count we are warned of the *Deceztfulneſs 
of Fin, and that our Hearts be not har- 


dened by it.] Accordingly we find that N 5 
when the good Seed ſprung up, the Tares 


appeared alſo, [Men both good and bad 


may now paſs under the Denomination of 
Chriſtians; which is an Indication that 


we are not accounted good by the Seed 


which is ſown, for that was common to 
all the parts of the Field, but by the Fruit 


we bring forth.] 


CCW 
are ſtiled the Children of the Kingdom 
and thoſe who ſuffered the Tares to ſpring = 


up, are the Children of the wicked one. 


They did not labour to throw out of 


| their Minds all fach Suggeſtions as tended | 


to choke the good Seed, and to make wax 
_ ve the Tas to grow; 


— — 


* Heb. iii. 13. | 
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Buy the Tares we muſt underſtand either 
ſuch as had an Appearance of Fruit, which 
the Houſholder would not ſuffer to be 
plucked up leſt the good Wheat ſhould be 


rooted up with it: To this the ꝛ9th Verſe „ 


leads us. Or elſe, whatever is ſcandalous 
to the Chriſtian Profeſſion; as all evil prac- 
tices are: And ſo the 4 iſt Verſe would direct 
us to interpret it: The Son of Man ſhall ſend 


* forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather ; 


out of his Kingdom all things that offend, 


| and them which do Iniquity. All Opi- 


nions which obſtruct a holy Life, or make 
Men Hypocrites in Religion, may be rec- 
koned amongſt theſe Tares; there being 


3 nothing more directly contrary to the 


Deſign of the Goſpel than Hypocriſy; 
as is evident by the many dreadful Woes, 
denounced by our Saviour, againſt the 


Seribes and Phariſees f. es | 


5 The Servants, tis true, were in great 
| haſte to gather up theſe Tares and burn 
them; but the Houſholder himſelf for- 


bad this, becauſe there was Danger that thro! 


their Unskillfulneſs, the good Wheat ſhould 


be rooted up alſo *. [Which ought to be 


I Mart, iii. 13,14, 1. 
at. xls 28,25. 
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a ſtanding Caution not to be precipitant 
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in judging, nor to take unhallowed Methods 


to ſuppreſs what we may think Error; 
Or to condemn thoſe practices which may 

have an appearance of Evil to us, who, 
perhaps, for want of due Conſideration, 


or thro” partial Affections, are apt to pro- 
nounce every thing evil which we do not 


y approve of.] 


If thoſe Servants who had the Houſ@s | 
holder preſent, and in Judgment concurring | 
with them that there were really Tares 
coming up with the ou Seed, yet could 
not obtain leave to pluck them up, leſt b 
this means the good Wheat ſhould alſo 
ſuffer; but their Lord world reſerve this 
Work to himſelf, (who could infallibly dif- 
tinguiſh the one from the other;) it is 
a aplain Inſtruction that Men may do a great 
deal of Miſchief in undertaking that which 
they are by no means fit for; and by pre- 
Trending to pluck up ill Weeds, may often 
root out the choiceſt Grain; condemn as 
groſs Error the moſt important Truth; 
and cenſure that as idolatrons Practice, 
which may be the direct and only Homage 
that ovght to be paid to the great Re- 
deemer. There are too many ready to 
put in the Sickle before the Harveſt is ripe, 
and to take upon them to judge before the 
Time comes; and therefore the Houſ- 


holder 


on Mr. WILLIAu DREW 7 
holder gave order that both ſhould grow 
together till the Harveſt. [Had this Rule 
been obſerved, we had not been troubled 
with ſo many Anathemas of Synods 

and Councils, ſo many human Creeds. and 
Teſts of Chriſtianity, ſuch Pretenſions 


to abſolute Church- Authority, and ſuch 


_ dreadful Sanctions, as if Men were afraid 
to venture Truth againſt Error, and ſecretly 


| ſuſpected the Sufficiency of thoſe Argu- 
ments which are offered in proof of their 
oy Principles. To conclude this matter: 5 
it is evident from the Scope of this Parable, 
that no violent Methods are to be made uſe 


of to ſeparate the Tares from the Wheat. 
The great Harveſt comes, even the End of 
the World, when, as I obſerved before, 


z the Son of Man ſhall come in all his glory 8 
do do this Work; and, by the Miniſtry of 


whatever 


his Angels, ather out of his Kingdom 
- oe nds; and them that & Int- 
_ quity. Then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth 
as the Sun in the W of their Fa- | 
ther. 5 


In treating on theſe Words, I ſhall en- 5 8 


* What that Righteouſack is F will - 
render Men the proper Subjects of 

Divine Favour, when God ball Judge 
6 the World a Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. Shew 
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| tion. 


un Shew that this World is not a fit 
Place for God to make ſo viſible a 
Diſtinction between good and bad 
Men, as their different Diſpoſitions 
and Actions require. , 


Ill. That the future World will fully mani- 

feſt God's Diſpleaſure againſt the Evil, 
and his Approbation of, and Com la- Be 2 
cency inthe Righteous: W hen they þ 


of their Father. SK: 
And then I ſhall make ſome brief Applic — 


I. Iwill enquire what that Righreouſack 
is, which will render Men the proper 


Subjects of Divine Favour, hen God >= 


hall Judge the World by Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Anſwer to this Inquiry; according 


to the Scope of our Saviour's Diſcourſe, is, 
that it is their Fidelity, or ſincere Compli- 
ance with all that they can perceive to bethe 
Mind or Will of God, whether in things 
to be believed or done, according to the | 
different Ages in which they have lived, 
the different Circumſtances in which they 
are placed, and the Diverſity of Light or 
any other Aſſiſtance, with which they are 


furniſh'd. 


all | 
ſhe forth as the Sun in the King don - 


on Mr. WILLIAM DREW. 9 
furniſhed. But, underſtanding by Happi- 
| neſs, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the Chriftian Sal. 
vation, the Righteouſneſs which qualifies 
for the heavenly State, is a ſincere and 


faithful Conformity to the Mind and Will 
of God, as delivered by Chriſt and his 
| Apoſtles, ſo far as we can perceive it. 


| nominated righteous, is one and the ſame 


in all People, at all Times and Ages; 


even their Fidelity. But the Matrer of it 

is as different as the Truths or Things 
are, which are repreſented or propoſed to 
FF the Mind. From whence it comes to 


| pals, that the ſame Rule, whether it be : AO 


| conſidered as teaching Things to be be- 
| lieved, or preſcribing what is to be done, 
muſt, as to its obliging Power, be limi- 
ted by the Capacity of the Subject; and 
his Sincerity in acting up to his Light 


| in his habitual Courſe, is his Rightecuſ- 
F 


| That God doth accept of this, and is 


are confi 


ready to ge all thoſe Failures which 
ent with Uprightneſs, ſo that 

they ſhall not hinder the W Hap- 

* pineſs of them who are ttuly 0 evoted : 


FF See Acts Xx. I, 2. : 1 8 


10 A Funeral Sermon _ 
to him, is the Effect of his rich Mercy 
and Grace, in and thro' Jeſus Chriſt. For 
that Sincerity will ſave, is not owing to it 
ſelf conſidered alone, but as in Connection 


with God's Mercy, ſince we are all Sin- | 


ners, even the ſincere; and where there 
is Sin, there is, in the Nature of Things, 
an Obnoxiouſneſs to the Wrath of God, 
and it is Mercy alone that can deliver 
us from the juſt Puniſhment which might 
be inflicted upon us for our Offences : | 
And where no Man can be accounted | 
or dcalr with as righteous, but by the 
Interpoſition of Mercy, his Juſtification 
is owing to Grace. But the Objects of 
God's juſtifying Act at the great Day, 


are only the Sincere and Faithful, or Men 


whoſe: Works have been good and right. 
For the Proof of this, tis to be obſer- 
ved, that our Saviour in this Parable ſpeaks 
of good Seed coming up, and proceeding | 
from that which he had ſown: He tiles | 
the good Seed the Children of the King- | 
dom; not merely, as I noted before, for 
having that Seed which was common to 
them all, but the Seed coming out of 


that, brings them under that Denomina- |} 


tion. And in another Parable in the |} 
| ſame Chapter, the Reaſon aſſigned why | 


the good Fruit, which is the Seed ſprung |} 


up, was found in one fort of Ground, 
and not in the reſt, is, that the Ground 


on Mr. WILLIAM DREW. 11 
was better, which is reſolved elſewhere 
into Honeſty of Heart: But that on the 
good Ground are they which, in an ho- 
neſt and good Heart, having heard the 
| Word, keep it, and bring forth Fruit“. 
They firſt hear it, and then under ſtand 
it, or elſe they hear they know not 
| what, then they receive or embrace what 
| they hear f. and when they have receiv'd 
it, mind and obſerve it; they let it fink 
| down into their Hearts, as Mary did 
the Angel's Meſſage, and then, it is ſaid. 
they keep it. On the other Hand, they 
that did not bring forth Fruit, are ſaid 
not to wnderſland it}; where not un- 
| derſtanding, cannot ſignify not knowing 
it, but not »2ndmg it, not holding it in 
their Thoughts, Be ſuffering it to be 
' catched away from them. Whereas of 
the good and honeſt Heart it is ſaid, 
| that 27 keeps the Word *, and ſo bring- 
eth forth Fruit with Patience, having 
Courage to bear up againſt Oppoſition, 
and Conſtancy to endure the Fatigue and 
Trouble of rooting out ill Diſpoſitions, 
and planting good ones in their Room. 
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12 . A Funeral Sermon 

The Enemy, no doubt, watched the 
good and honeſt Heart, to ſteal away 
the Word, by the Influence of worldly |} 
Cares, and the Allurements of deceitful _ 


| Riches, but he held faſt what he had re- 


ceived, and ſo the Tares would not prof- 
be. there. 2 5 


0 the aces Hand, the Opportunity gi- 


ven to the Enemy to ſow the Tares amongſt | 


the good Seed, was a drowszy and unactive 


Temper. W bile Men ſlept, the Enemy came, | 


&c. This was the Omiſſion of the Will. 
Men firſt ceaſe to mind their eternal Con- 
cerns, they forget the true End of their 
Creation, the proper Buſineſs of Life, the | 
Worth of their Souls, and then it is no | 
Wonder theſe worldly Cares and ſenſual 
Pleaſures choke the good Seed, fo that 


it dies in the Ground. In Sloth there is 


Wickedneſs. Thou wicked and florbful | 
Servant, ſaid our Saviour, to him that hid 4 
his Talent | in a Napkin f. 


And if, as you ſee here, Men are condem- | 
ned for their wilful Omiſſions, there can 
be no Doubt but their actual Offences will 


de brought to account: For we muſt all 


. 88 has Fan Seat 20 ref, 1 
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that every one may receive the Things done 
in his Body, according to that which he 
| bath done, whether it be good or bad. 
But then, it is to be conſidered, that by 
Things done in the Body, the Apoſtle 


doth not mean only Things done by the 


| bodily Members, but he comprehends the 
inward Thoughts and Counſels of the Heart, 
the ſecret Purpoſes and Motives with 
which Men determine themſelves; and 
indeed Sin properly conſiſts in the vo- 
luntary evil Motions of the Mind, which 
are often finiſhed in the Body. But whe. 
ther they are or not, the Law of God takes 
Notice of them, and condemns them; 


and this makes Purity of Heart the prin- 


— © logradiest of that Holineſs which 
WW the Go 1 85 


pel calls for. 


If we would know what that Righte- 


_ ouſneſs is which God requires, and will 
accept, the beſt Way is to read the New 
Teſtament it ſelf, eſpecially the Goſpels, 
and in particular that moſt divine Ser- 
mon of our Saviour f. where that heaven- | 
ly Teacher preſcribes the moſt excellent 
Rules, which, if put in Practice, we ſhall 
find attended with a ſweet Serenity, and 
be at a perfect Agreement with our lelyes ; 


—_— 
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14 A Funeral Sermon 
in Patience poſſeſſing our own Souls un- 
der the Evils of this World, feeling alſo 


in our ſelves a lively Hope of Immorta- 


lity. If you would ſee this Righteouſ- 
neſs diſtributed into its principal Branches, 
you will find it. deſcrib 
phet ; He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 
2s good; and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do juſily, and to 
love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God *? Or, in the Language of St. 
Paul, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, aud 
goal iu this pre ſent evil World f. 


The Obedience of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, even unto Death, as being ſent 


to make Reconciliation with God for 
Sinners, and as confirming the New Co- 
venant, in which God tenders his ſaving 

Mercies to the Upright and Sincere, is 
foreign to the preſent Subject: For his 
Death being a common Benefit, in as much 
as the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the Sins of the World, hath taſted Death 


for every Man, the Buſineſs of the 


great Day is not to enquire for whom 
Chriſt died, but who are the obedient. 
Subjects of his Kingdom; he being the 


r 


+ Tit. ii. 12. 


Author 


ed by the Pro 


Author of eternal Salvation to them that 
%%% ot Ind ent, 


Object. But it may he objefted, that 
T̃bere are certain Propoſitions or Truths, 
o meceſſury to be believed, that no in- 
ternal Quality, nor any good Life, will 
ſecure a Man from Damnation, unleſs 
be afſents to them; particularly, a right 
Faith in the much controverted Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, is inſiſted on as a 
Matter of that Importance. I ſhould 
not mingle any Thing of this Nature with 


a practical Diſcourſe, were it not to ſi- 


' lence the uncharitable Clamours of a 

Certain Ser of Men, who, at beſt, are 
very doubtful whether any Body can be 

| faved, who in this Matter is not of their 


Principles. 


Auſt. To this Objection I anſwer, 
that a right Faith in this, and every o- 
ther Doctrine, as far as it is delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is neceſſary to 
all Men who can perceive, and have 
Opportunity to know it. For a wilful 
Denial of our Aſſent to what God hath 
taught us, when we have competent Means 
and Opportunity to know it, is a dam- 


w | 
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16 A Funeral Sermon 
nable Sin; and T think it is agreed on 


all Hands, that it expoſes a Perſon to 


the greateſt Danger, not to enquire im- 
partially what is the Mind and Will of 
God, that he may believe and do it. 
The ſincere Enquirer reverences his Ma- 
| ker, and, by the very Act, pays Ho- 
mage to him; whereas wilful Omiſſi- 
on is the greateſt Contempt of him. But, 
as ] have obſerved before, the Meaſure of 
Obligation, and the Neceſſity of particu- 
lar Truths to be believed, entirely de- 
pends upon the Perſon's Capacity. Where 


therefore the Capacity is wanting, the 


Obligation never commences; it being im- 
poſſible that any Obligation ſhould reach 


2 Man's Conſcience, but as it comes in- 


to the Underſtanding firſt, and informs 
W_ Judgment : And therefore, wherever 
the Meaning of Words cannot be per- 
_ ceived, whether it be in Relation to Doc- 
trine or Practice, neither the Peremptori- 
neſs of the Threatning, nor the Univer- 
ſality of the Expreſſion, can be of any | 
Force. The contrary Suppoſition makes 
the great Judge of the World to con- 
duct himſelf, even in that folemn Work, 
not by his unerring Judgment of what is 


fir and right, but by arbitrary Will and F 


Pleaſure ; which, if it be ſuppoſed to be 


the Rule of the divine Proceedings, re- | 


moves all the natural Differences between 


on Mr. WILLIAM DREW. + ns 
Good and Evil. And, if the Ideas of 
right and fir are ſo very different in 
God from what they are in Man, and 
what appears to us unjuſt in Caſes ſo 
obvious to human Reaſon, is the con- 
trary in his Mind, I would defire every 
Man to ask his own Conſcience, whe- 
ther he can be ſecure of the Meaning of 
God in any Part of the Revelation. This 
is very evident, becauſe on this Suppoſition 
the Idea of Ele may be quite contrary in 
the divine Mind to what it is in ours, the 
\ Curſed may be the Bleſſed, and even eter- 
nal Life everlaſting Miſery. For tho 
theſe Words, in the common Uſage of 
| Men, have ſuch an agreed and determi- 
nate Signification, yet ſince upon the 
preſent Principle of ſovereign Pleaſure, 
they may be uſed arbrtrarily, who can 
tell in any Caſe, that God hath not done 
| ſo? The only Security we have againſt 
this is, that it is altogether ablurd, that 
a perfectly wiſe and good Being, whoſe _ 
| Selffufficiency ſets him above all poſſible 
Temptation, ſhould ever act in Contra- 
dition to his own Perception of what 
is fit and right. And here I am fure, that 
I have all good Men on my fide; be- 
cauſe all good Men abhor the imputing 
of Unrighteouſneſs to their Maker, which 
the preſent Objection ſuppoles  _ 


b 3 
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It by no Means follows from what 
has been ſaid, that all Religions are up- 
on a Level, or that the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion doth not bring the greateſt Adyan- 
tages, for promoting our future Happi- 
nels. But the mere paſſive Light, or the 


Doctrine aſſented to, has no ſuch Effect, 


bur as the Mind is operative with it, and 
forms its Temper and Conduct by it. 


I would not be underſtood by any | 
Thing here ſaid, as granting that our de- 
_ ceaſed Friend had a wrong Notion of the 


Trinity: But if he had, conſidering the F 


great Variety of Apprehenſions, the per- 
petual Wranglings, and diſagreeing Senti- 
ments of thoſe who claim to themſelves | 
the Title of Orthodox Divines, it might | 
be excuſable in a Layman, to have a | 
confuſed, and, in ſome Reſpects, a falſe 


Conception of it. Bur, after all, it is ve- | 


ry plain, that his Opinion hat the GOD 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, | 
who is the only Principle and Origin of 
all Being, and from whom the Son him- 
Helf derives whatever he is, and whate- 
ver Power he poſſeſſes, ig, abſolutely ſpeak- 
ing, the only true God perfectly agrees 
with the Scripture Declaration, the Rea- 
ſon of Things, and the Teftimony of the 
primitive Church. Men may invent as 
3 many 
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many particular Schemes as they pleaſe, 
and call them fundamental, but, if St. 
Paul had a right Notion of this Matter, 
it is ſufficient to conſtitute a Perſon a 
Member of Chriſt's Body, and to quali- 
fy him for eternal Salvation, to believe 
that there is one Spirit, one Lord, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and thro all, and in you all f For 
when he is induſtriouſly ſetting down the 
Arguments to perſuade Men to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
| he mentions nothing further as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to all Chriſtians. He doth 
not indeed particularize every Thing that 
is ſpoken in the Scripture of the Son and 
Spirit, and may be perfective of our 
| Faith ; and therefore requiſite to be be- 
| lievedby them who diſcern it; but what in 
Reference to theſe conſtitutes the Body of 
Chriſt. But then he takes great care to 
inculcate, that the Father is above all. 


And now, having, as I think, fully 
anſwered the Objection, and ſhewn what 
it is that the Scripture makes neceſſary 
to be believed, and indeed is actually 
believed by all Chriſtians ; I ſhall conclude 
this Head with obſerving, that the A- 


— 


I ph. iv. 3» 4, 5, 6. ies 5 | 
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poſtle places Hereſies amongſt the Works 
of the Fleſh *, and couples Faith with a 
rod Conſcience 7. For a good Man will | 
believe what he can becauſe he is conſci- 

entious, and, if his Heart doth not re- 

proach bim with wilful Neglect, his Ig- 


norance of what he had not Ability to | 
know, will not be charged on him as a 
Crime. Accordingly, in another Place the 


Apoſtle joyns Unbelief with an evil Heart), | 
and calls him only an Heretick who is ſelf- | 
condemned +. Which clearly proves, that 
Sincerity is that Righteouſneſs which will | 
render Men the proper Subjects of divine | 
Fayour, when God ſhall judge the World 

by Jeſus Chriſt. TI come now, 


L To. ſhew, that this World is not 
a fit Place for God to make ſo vi— 
ſible a Diſtinction between good and 
bad Men, as their different Diſpo- 
ſitions and Actions require. 


This is not to be underſtood as if 
God did not ſometimes make a re- 
markable Difference berwixt good and 
bad Men, wheeher we . Pneu 


Pay 


— 


Gal, v. 30. 


+ 1 Tim.1. 5, 19. 
4 Hebei 12. 
r Tit; iii. 10, 11. 


Perſons | 
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Perſons or Communities : Eſpecially, in 


thoſe Times and Places, when and where 
i the prophetick Spirit was more ſparingly 
vouchſaf'd. Had it not been fo, thoſe 


pious Men who came to lament with 7, 


would not fo haſtily have concluded him 
(tho ſecretly) a great Offender, becauſe of 
the Weight and Variety of his Afflictions: 
Remember, I pray thee, who ever periſh'd _ 
being innocent? or where were the Righ- 
 TZeous cut off ? Even as have ſcen 9 wa . 
that plow Iniquity, aud ſow Wickedneſs, 


reap the ſame; by the Blaſt of God they 


per iſh, and by the Breath of his Noſtrils 
they are conſumed f. I have ſeen the 


fooliſh taking Root, but ſuddenly I curſt his 


Hlabitation; his Children are far from 


Safety, they are cruſh'd in the Gate, net- 
ther is there any to deliver them}. A 
murdering Cain ſhall become a Monument 
of Divine Diſpleaſure; Achan's greedy 
| Deſire of the Wedge of Gold, and the Ba- 
____ niſh Garment, ſhall bring him to an untime- 
ly Death: And if Gehazz will unrighteouſly 
_ enrich himſelf with Naaman's good Things, 


he oa pally his Leproſy too. [We/have 


no Reaſon to think that the Perſons laſt 
mentioned were Sinners, but in theſe par- 


— 


| + Job iv. 7, 8, 9. x 
1 Cap. v. 3,4. 
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ticular Actions; however they viſibly 
ſuffer for their Offences.] If the 9/d World 
abound in Wickedneſs, a Deluge of Water 
ſhall drown it; and if Sodom burn'd with an 
unnatural Luſt, they were conſumed with 
Fire from Heaven, e 


On the other hand, we have as | great : 


11 Inſtances of God's merciful Care and Pro- 
| | [ vidence Over good Men . In Famine be | 
Wh redeems them from Death, and in War 
Wh from the Power of the Sword : He delivers 
10 them in fix Troubles, and in ſeven no Evil 
10 ſhall touch them*. Noah, becauſe he was 
Wi a righteous Man in his Generation, ſhall 
tt be preſerv'd in a common Calamity. Lot 
if ſhall be deliver'd from Sodom's Judgments. ÞF 
il God was with Joſeph to preſerve him, and 
| grant him Favour in the Eyes of People to 
Mil whom he was a Stranger. Moſes was de- 
11 liver'd to Pharaoh's Daughter, to be nou- 
Sil} riſh'd and brought up in the Court of Eg ypr. 
| lt David ſhall be ſafe under Divine Pro- 
| I tection, tho d aul, with all his mighty Men, 
4 hunt him as a Partridge on the Mountains. 
14 Vet, in the ordinary ſtate of Things it is 
i otherwiſe : Inſomuch that the Proſperity 
I j of wicked Men hath been a great ſtumbling 
| | | | Block to the Pious ; as you may fee in the 
| | Job. v. 19, 20. 5 
144 73d 
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73d. P/alm thro out. And the Prophet 


Jeremiah, tho he was ſatisfied that Gd 


was righteous, yet he could not ſolve the 
Difficulty, why the Way of the Micted 
proſper d. Wherefore, lays he, are all they 
happy that deal very treacherouſy f? 


The Path of Righteouſneſs is very often 
rough and unequal, and good Men trave! 
towards their heavenly Country with much 
Pain and Labour from the Oppoſition they 

meet with: And the Scourge of Mens 


| | Tongues is no ſmall part of their Exerciſe. 


O.aur bleſſed Saviour, the moſt perfect 
Pattern of Goodneſs, Meekneſs and Inno- 
cency, was accounted a Blaſphemer, an 
Impoſtor, a Profaner f the Temple, and 
a Vulater of the Sabbath, And if our 
Lord and Maſter was called Bee/zebub, it 
is no wonder if his ſincere Diſciples meet 
with hard Ulage ; ſiuce the Diſciple is not 
above his Lord. St. Paul was in Perils 
Land, in Perils by Sea, and among 
falſe Brethren ; and in Deaths often. 
If any Evil befel the Roman State, the 
_ Chriſtians were ſure to bear the Weight of 
the Emperor's Diſpleaſure: Chr:i/tianos ad 


Leones was the Cry. And for the firſt three 


hundred Years, the Blood of the Meriyre 


— * —_ * OO 
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| wwas, as has been often ſaid, the Seed of the 
Church. There is no help for this in the 
ordinary Courſe of Things, unleſs God 

| ſhould deny Men the Exerciſe of their Li- 

| berty. Were every Tranſgreſſion to meet 
with its juſt Recompence here, what a diſ- 
mal Scene would this World become? And 
were the righteous Man to receive the Re- 
ward, which God out of his exuberant 
Goodneſs has allotted to him, this his 

_ preſent mortal Body would be unable to 

| fuſtain that Weight of Glory. It is fit that 
Virtue ſhould have its Croſs to take up, and 
that Sinners ſhould have Space and Time 
to repent ; were it otherwiſe, where would 
be the Long-/uffering of God to them, who 

is not willing that they ſhould periſh, 
neither will he deliver them up to De- 
ſtruction till their Iniquities are full and ripe 
for Vengeance? And was not Virtue to 
ſuſtain a Trial, where would be the Faith 

and Patience of the Saint,. 


Upon theſe and many other Confi- 
derations, it is ſuitable to the Divine Wil- 

| dom nor to make this World a State of Mi- 

| Afery or conſummate Happineſs. But good 
> 


Wares,” 


1 Men hope, and wicked Men fear, in their 
144 different Proportions: An accuſing Con- 


ſcience is no welcome Companion, and an J 
approving one is a continual Feaſt. So 
that God doth not leave himſelf without 
Rn . Witneſs | 
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Witneſs more or leſs in Mens Conſciences, 
accuſing or excuſing: and all that his Pro- 
vidence is concern'd in at preſent, is to keep 
the World in ſuch a tolerable Order, as 

a State of Probation doth require. 
But, eee 1 


IIIdly. I am to prove, That the Future 
World will fully manifeſt God's Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt rhe Evil, and his Ap- 
probation of, and Complacency in 
the Righteons : / hen they ſhall 
ine forth as the Sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father. 


Much of this Truth is noticed even in 
Nature it ſelf, but it is more pong and 
fully confirmed by Divine Revelation. 

There we are told very expreſly, that God 
| @#@ww1ll diſtinguiſh betw¾ixt him that ſerveth 
him, and him that ſerveth him not : When 
the Sea and the Grave ſhall give up their 
Dead, the Books ſhall be opened, and all 
Mes judged out of them. When our Sa- 
viour ſhall be placed on his Throne, and 
ol the Holy Angels ſhall attend him: 
| When Life ſhall ſpring again out of the Duſt, _ 
and the pious Man al caſt his Eye upon 
1 bleſſed Redeemer, whoſe Brightneſs 
ſhall ſurpaſs all poſſible Conception; the 
_ . refreſhing invigorating Rays proveening 
1 , 0. ns 
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from his glorious Countenance, ſhall pene- 
trate to the very Centre of their Being ; 
fill their Hearts with Joy, diffuſe its kindly. 
Warmth to every Part and Member; and 


change their wile Bodies, and make them 
like his own glorious Body. This corrup- :- 
"= 


tible ſhall put on Incorruptiou; and t 


mortal put on Immortality. Then the 


Triumph over Death and the Grave ſhall be 

_ perfected by him who is the Reſurrection 

and the Life. O Death! where is thy 

Sting? O Grave! wheretsthy Victory? 

| Thanks be to God who giveth us the | 
Victory thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.. 


Our Bodies rais'd immortal, ſhall be alſo 
_ ſpiritual Bodies, for their Activity and 


THAT: ns 
| When our Saviour ſays, that the Righ- 5 3 
teous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun, it muſt 

on them 5 


„ „ 9 


K a 


i 1 Cor. xv. 55 56, 7, Hs 
t 2 Theſſ. i. 10, 57 
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Their Names will be vindicated from the 
vile Aﬀperſions caſt upon them, even for 

thoſe very Things in which they have 
given to the Searcher of Hearts the greateſt 
Proof of their obſervant Regard in doing 
what they really thought rended to his 
Honour. Heretic, or Schiſmatich, or 
Whatever blind Rage, or religious Bigotry, 
| (which is generally the moſt deviliſh ot 
any thing) can invent as a Mark of Infamy,. 
has been here thought their deſerved Cha- 
| rater : But at the great Day, God will, 
do their unſpeakable Comfort, appear on 
| their fide, vindicate their injur'd Reputa- 
| F tion, and fay, well done good and faithful 
| Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy 
Tord. O! how will that Euge bone [ere 
| recompenſe for all the Slanders and Re. 
piroaches of Men! To be approved of Gd! 
| | whata Spring- tide of Joy will that create? 
God will approve the erroneous that are 
ſincere and diligent, when the lazy and 
| thoughtlels, who are orthodox by chance, 
mall meet with the ſmarteſt Rebukes forthe 
Neglect of the Talent committed to them. 
Men very oſten condemn thoſe whom God 
juſtifys, as it zs written, for thy ſake d“, 
are killed all the Day long, and are ac. 
| counted as Sheep for the Slaughter *, _ 


ids. 


Kom. viii, 36. 
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What Outrages and Murders have been 
committed, under pretence of keeping Men 
in, or bringing them to a right Faith! And, 
indeed, were there any doctrinal Propo- 
ſitions neceſſary to be believ'd, whether 
we can underſtand them or not, to eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell, not only Maſſacres 
and Perſecutions, but alſo an infallible 
Judge, (without which ſuch Methods can 
never be uſed with a good Grace) would 
be requiſite: For to ſee a Man who con- 
feſſes himſelf fallible, raining, tormenting, 
and even cutting the Throat of another 
becauſe he is alſo fallible, muſt certainly 
be one of the oddeſt Scenes in the World. 
hut in a little time, the ſincere Man | 
will be out of the Reach of all theſe cruel 
Uſages, and hard Cenſures. His Cha- 
racter will ſhine forth as the Sun in its! 
meridian Brightneſs : And not only fo, but 
he will inherit the everlaſting, Kingdom 
of God. There is laid up for him a Crown | 
of Righteouſneſs, whith God, who loveth 
Righteouſneſs, and whoſe Countenance 
doth behold the Upright, will give him 
in the Day of Chriſt's appearing. 


— — — — _ 6 


Me not being able to form any juſt | 
Conceptions of the State of Glory, the 
Scripture helps our Weaknels by proper 
Similitudes. The weary Traveller knows | 

the Sweetneſs cf Reſt; and therefore it 
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on Mr. WILLIAM DREW. 29 
is ſaid there remains a Reſt for the Peo- 
ple of God f. This World is a Place of 
| Inſecurity ; and therefore Heaven is ſet 
forth as a City}, Cities being Places of 
Security, Strength, and Defence, where 
Men live in good Order, and in mutual 
| Society. As a Kingdom is attended with 
Affluence, Plenty and Grandeur, ſo the 
_ _ Righteous are called to inherit“: But what 
be ſhall they inherit! this is beyond mortal 
Deſcription : For Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
e Feird 4 hath it enter'd into 
the Heart of Man to conceive, what © 
F God hath prepared for them that love © 
Hhbim . All God's Attributes will effec- 
tively concur to their Felicity; they ſhall 
be Heirs of God, and Co-herrs with Chriſt*, 
who is God's dearly beloved Son. They 
| Afhall upon this Account ſhare in his Fe- 
loccities; Father I will that thoſe whom 
thou haſt given me, (and all good Chri- 
ſtians are given him) be with me, that 
they) may behold my Gloryt. To him that 
 overcometh will I grant to fit with me 
on my Throne, even as I alſo overcame, 


—— —— 


+ Heb. iv. 9. 
J 
* Matth. xxy, 34. 
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Röm. viii, 17. 

T John vi, 24. 
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and am ſet down with my Father in his 
Throne. Upon this Account they are 
Kings and Prieſts unto God f; Kings for 
the Nobleneſs of their Deſcent, and Li- 
berty of Eſtate; and Prieſis for their Mi- 
niſtration in the heavenly Temple. No 
more troubled with contrary Paſſions ; 
no more aſſaulted with ſtrong Temptations; 
no more oppreſſed by melancholy Reflec- 
tions; they inherit Light, and Purity, 
and Peace, and 7oy 8 and ful! 
F Glory. In one Word, all Things are 
theirs; and the Security they have for 
this Inheritance is, that God ig their Fa. 
ther : God is not aſhamed to be called 
their God, who are upright and faithſul; 


Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will | 


give thee a Crown of Life *. The ve- 
ry Name of Father beſpeaks the kindeſt 


Affection. What will not loving Parents 


do for their Children? They will even 
ſtrip themſelves to enrich them. But our 

heavenly Father is an inexhauſtible Foun- 
rain, an unfailing Fund of all that is 
good, who, by diffuſing his Benefits, lo- 


ſes nothing of his Sufficiency and Power. 


He is Almighty ; and therefore able to do = 


— * N x i 2 ts. 8 18 2 * 5 4 ; 
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Rev. ij. 21. 
„ Rev. . . 
4 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
5 Rev. ii. 10. 
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for us exceeding abundantly, above what 
de are able to ask or think. And where 


| thereis a moral Meetnels for the Reception, 


nothing will limit bis Communication but 
the Capacity of the Subject. | 


The Kingdom is originally the Father's; 
we are taught to aſcribe it to him by 
our Saviour himſelf; Thine is the King- 
dom, the Power, and the Glory. Elſe- 
where it is ſtiled the Kingdom of the Lord 
and of his Chriſt“; and therefore ſhall be 
given to them for whom it is prepared 
of the. Father }. When any one became 
the Subject of it, our Saviour gave Thanks 
to the Father, I thank thee, O Father, 


Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou 


haſt hid theſe Things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
Babes f. Our Saviour doth not give God 
Thanks that he hid from Men the Means 


| of Light, but that, having granted them 


=O. 1 Luke X. 21. 5 


ſuch Benefits, when many, thro' their 
Sloth. Pride, and Obſtinacy, neglected and 
deſpiſed thoſe Counſels, God, upon this 


Account, leaving them under their own 


Blindneſs, yet had bleſſed the Meek and 
AFC 
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© — o —_— _ 5 . . > _ 
x = — — —— — ——— — — — — 2 


5 Rev. xi. 16. 


A Funeral Sermon 
Hd ſee the Things which belonged to 
their Peace. ln Wore this Text is the 
fame in Seuſs with that other, where it 
is faid, God reſiſteth the Proud, and gi- | 
veth Grace to the Humble. As then 
the Father is abſolutely the Lord of the 
Kingdom, and he bears ſuch an Affection to 
all his Children, they are, upon that Ac- 
count, ſecure of this Inheritance, as well 
as by his Promiſe. Behold what Manner 
of Love the Father hath beſlowed upon 


us, that we Jhould be called the Sons of _ 
God 11 1 


I come now to apply this Diſcourſe 2 
very briefly. | Ze 


Since the Sincere and Faithful are Wb 1 
reous Men, and ſuch ſhall inherit, chro 
the rich Mercy of God, a Kingdom, in- 
corruptible and undefiled, which fadeth 1 
not away, reſerved in the Heavens for 
| them, we have Reaſon to be comforted 
at the Departure of any of our Friends, 
who have given us any good Proof of - 
their upright Behaviour, 17 acting in 
| Matters of Belief according to their Lighe, | 
and whoſe habitual Practice was — 5 
to the W of * ce 
e 5 
ET I Joke iii. 4. 
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on Mr. WILLIAM DREW. 33 * 
And this we may be bold to ſay was the 
Caſe of the Deceaſed: A Perſon amiable for 
the Syweetneſs of his Spirit, the Benevolence 
of his Affections, and his Inclination to 
every thing that tended to a publick Good 
within his Sphere; which had ſo far en- 
deared him to thoſe that had the Happineſs 
of his Acquaintance, that, perhaps, all 
Circumſtances conſidered, it would be ve- 
ry hard to produce any one Inſtance of a 
prom Pan, that has died more univer- 
ally lamented. The many weeping Eyes 
which I ſee in this numerous Audience, 
| fufficiently confirms this Part of his Cha- 
s racer. And it is no ſmall Pleaſure, to 
hear People of all Denominations, (tho 
their Paſſions have now had Time to 
| cool) ſtill paying the Tribute of Tears 
and Praiſe to his Memory. If he had 
any Enemies, it was only for Conlci- 
| ence Sake, which is the worſt Reaſon in 
| the World for Diſaffection. As his Coun- 
tenance was comely, fo his Underſtand- 
ing was quick and penetrating. He was 
| fo punctually honeſt, that I never heard 
him once charged with any mean or diſ- 
| ingenuous Action; and even in his Deal- 
| ings with the Poor, their own Teſtimo- 
Iny acquits him from every Thing ſevere 
| and oppreſſive; a Vice which is ſaid to be 
too common among thole of his Wax of 
JJ EIS Rs © * 


/ 


14 A Funeral Sermon »5 


| Buſineſs. To this Purpoſe I remember 1 | 


heard him declare, that, if he could get 
nothing without Extortion, he never 
« would advance bimlelf by ſuch Me- 
„ thods.“ He. was ſteady in his Adhe- |} 
rence to what he believed to be the 
Truth, and bold in profeſſing and de- 
fendiug it, tho ſure to be evil ſpoken of 


in fo doing: For he was an utter Stran- 
ger to that criminal Modeſty, which is 


_ aſhamed to confels Chriſt before Men. 
Having, as he thought, in the former Part 
of his Life been apt to aſſent to prevailing 
Opinions too impliciteiy, he was, at laſt, 
grown fo commendably jealous of being 
impoſed on, that, in ſuch Matters, he 
would take no Man's Word, but referred 


_  himlſelf wholly to Evidence, and the Au- 5 


thority of the Bible, for which he al- 
ways maintained a great Reverence. He 
was exceceding happy in his Temper, ba- 
ting ſome occaſional Warmth, which ne- 
ver paſs d into ſettled Reſentment. [And no 
Man can have any Evidence, that he is 
one of God's People, but as he is of a 
_ God-like Temper, juſt, and equal, kind, 
and good; for without this all Preten- 
ſion to Religion is vain. ] In a Word, 


he was a dutiful and tender Son, a kind | 


and loving Brother, a faithful and ſym- 
|  pathizing Friend, a merciful Maſter, and, 


1 on Mr. WILLIAu DR Bw. 35 5 
as far as we can judge, a good Chri- 
—— e 


| I would not be underſtood to repre- 
ſent him as without Fault; for Faults, no 
N doubt, he had, and who is wholly free 
from that Alloy? When Men come firſt 
into the World, they are naturally ape | 
to try, in ſome Inſtance or other, what -- 
| Good there is in it; but where there is | 
a radical Principle of Wiſdom and Re- Tn 
flection, after a little Experience they 
think on Things better, and, with more 
: r cmy and well grounded Re- 
ſolution, adhere to ſtricter Courſes. This 
was every Way the Caſe of our Friend; 
ſor when he firſt ſer forth as his own 
Maſter, he was too apt to be affected with 
the Allurements of Company, and was 
not careful enough to improve Time, 
which indeed was the only Thing that 
he regretted during his Illneſs. Obſerving 
this my ſelf, I gave him a friendly Ad- 
monition, (tho then he did not worſhip 
at this Place) which he received with 8 
great Thankſulneſs, and had a very good 


He was ſeized with an obſtinate Fe- 
ver, which held ſome Weeks without 
Intermiſſion, tho it took various Turns, 
ſometimes ere us with the 3 
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of Life, at other Times throwing us in- 
to the greateſt Perplexities, for he was, to all 
Appearance, often within the very Arms of 
Death, which he bore with admirable Pa- 
tience and Conſtancy, with a noble ſort _ 
of Reſignation to the Will of God, whe- 
ther for Life or Death. There is one 
Thing ought not to be forgotten, that 
tho all thro? the firſt Stage of the Dif 
temper he believed he ſhould recover, yet 
on a ſudden finding a great Alteration, 
and apprehending himſelf nearer Death 
than he really was, he diſcovered no Sur- 
prize, but immediately ſent for his Mo- 
ther, Siſters, and particular Friends, to 
take his Leave of them. The lerious 
| Wiſdom of his Diſcourſe on this Occa- 
ſion, the Compoſedneſs of his Spirit, and 
the Weightineſs of his Advice, made this 
a moſt moving and ſolemn Scene. I re. 
member with what Affection he ſaid to 
one with whom he had been very inti- 
mate, and oſten travelled A Man can 
never begin to mind his eternal Con- 
„ cernments to ſoon.” The Words of 
dying Friends have a kind of Sacredneſs 
in them; they intruſt ſomething with us 
till we meet again. His Diſtemper ſtill 
preyed upon him, till having worn out 
his Spirits, without any Violence or Strug- 
gle, he paid the Debt of Nature; for which 
God in his Mercy prepare us all. 
V Nothing 


Nothing now remains but to bring this 


ſolemn Event home to our ſelyes. 


Whoever forms a right and worthy Idea 
of God as a moral Agent, muſt conceive 
of him as a moſt perfect Being, ever happy 
in the Enjoyment of himſelf, and inclined 
to external Action from no other Motive, 
but a Complacency in bringing into Ex- 


iſtence Beings of different Kinds, as pro- 


per Objects for his communicative Good- - 
| nels to exert it ſelf upon, in rendring 
them happy in a Way and Method ſu- 
table to their reſpective Capacities; and 
becoming the Dignity of his own Majeſty, 
bis unchangeable Love to Truth, and 
his inflexible Regard to the moral fitneſs 
of Things. Now, how ſad would it be, 


if by our own Faults, and contracted 


vicious Habits, we ſhould make our ſelves 


incapable of ſo deſirable a State! Let 


us therefore with the greateſt Seriouſneſss 


and humble Application to Heaven, en- 


deavour the Mortification of our cor- 
rupt Affections, introducing and impro- _ 
ving a ſpiritual Frame and Temper. For 
how unſtable are all Enjoyments here, 
and how quick may be the Tranſition 
from one World into another? Who 


knows whoſe Turn it may be next, and 


when the fatal Warrant will be ſign'd ? 


Have we not an Inſtance before us of one 
bets e ſnatched 
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inatched away in the very Vigour of 


Life, and under the moſt promiſing Proſpects 


of Continuance? And may not this be 
the Caſe of others, how ſtrong and healthy 


ſoever they be? Shall we then delay ? 
Is there any Compariſon between the 


fading Pleaſures of Sin, and that incor» 
ruptible Kingdom, the Loſs of which 
a Man ventures in the Gratification of 
unbridled Appetite ? Should we really 
| ſuſtain this Damage, and befool our-ſelyes 
with the bewitcting Charms of Vice, 

is it poſſible to expreſs the Confuſion, 
Agony, and Deſpair that will invade us, 


when we launch out into the vaſt Sea 
of Eternity! Let us therefore hearken 


to the inviting Voice of God, while the 
Day laſts; for the Night cometh when 
u Man can work. And the beſt Pre- 


paration we can make for a dying Hour, 


will be by diligent reading the Holy - 
| Scriptures, ſerious Meditation, fervent 
Prayer, and penitent Confeſſion of our 


| Offences, with an humble Faith in the Lord = 


| Fefus Chriſt, who is the Propitiation for 
Sin, and our Advocate with the Father. 


Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, in 
theſe Things be :ye ſledfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as _ 
you know that your Labour ſhall not 


be in vain in the Lord. © 
.. 
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